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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Withdrawn) A system, comprising: 
a processor; 

a device coupled to the processor, wherein the device includes: 
one or more sub-devices; and 

one or more access locks, wherein the one or more access locks are configured to prevent 
access to the one or more sub-devices when the one or more access locks are 
engaged, 

2. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1, wherein the device includes a bridge. 

3. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more sub-devices include one or 
more from the group consisting of: 

a duration timer; 

mailbox RAM; 

locks for a storage device; 

overrides for the locks for the storage device; 

a TCO counter; 

a monotonic counter; 

scratchpad RAM; and 

a random number generator. 



PAGE 3/9 * RCVD AT 6/21/2004 1:40:66 PM [Eastern Dayfight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 * DNIS:8729306 * CS1D:713934701 1 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-10 



06/2^/2004 12:35 



WMA 17038729306 



NO. 916 G?04 



4. (Withdrawn) The system of claim l s wherein the one or more access locks include a 
single access lock configured to prevent access to a plurality of the one or more sub-devices 
when the single access lock is engaged. 

5. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 4, wherein the single access lock includes a sequester 
register configured to store a sequester bit. 

6. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more access locks include two or 
more access locks, wherein a first access lock is configured to prevent a first access to a plurality 
of the one or more sub-devices when the first access lock is engaged, and wherein a second 
access lock is configured to prevent a second access to a plurality of the one or more sub-devices 
when the second access lock, is engaged. 

7. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 6, wherein the first access is a read operation, and 
wherein the second access is a write operation. 

8. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 1 5 wherein the one or more access locks include a 
plurality of sequester registers. 

9. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 8, wherein each of the plurality of sequester registers is 
configured to prevent access to a different one of the one or more sub-devices when engaged. 
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1 0. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 9, wherein each of the plurality of sequester registers is 
configured to store one bit. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) The system of claim 9, wherein each of the plurality of sequester registers is 
configured to store a plurality of bits. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a computer system in System Management 
Mode (SMM) SMM , the computer system including a processor coupled to a memory, to 
security hardware, and to a first device, the method comprising: 

unlocking security hardware; 
accessing the a first device; 
locking the security hardware; and 
calling an SMM exit routine. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, further comprising: 
checking a lock status of the security hardware. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 1 2, further comprising: 
processing SMM code instructions. 

15. (Currently Amended) A computer system configured to operate in System Management 
Mode (SMM) SMM , the computer system comprising: 

means for unlocking security hardware; 
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means for accessing the a first device; 
means for locking the security hardware; and 
means for calling an SMM exit routine. 

16. (Currently Amended) A computer readable program storage device encoded with 
instructions thai, when executed by a computer system including a processor coupled to a 
memory, to security hardware, and to a first device, performs a method of operating a computer 
system in System Management M ode (SMM) SMM, the computer system, the method 
comprising; 

unlocking security hardware; 
accessing die a first device; 
locking the security hardware; and 
calling an SMM exit routine, 

17. (Original) The computer readable program storage device of claim 16, the method 
further comprising: 

checking a lock status of the security hardware, 

18. (Currently Amended) The computer readable program storage device of claim 16 42, the 
method further comprising: 

processing SMM code instructions. 
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19. (New) A method of operating a computer system in System Management Mode (SMM), 
the computer system including a processor coupled to a memory, to security hardware, and to a 
first device that is accessible when the security hardware is unlocked and is not accessible when 
the security hardware is locked, the method comprising: 

unlocking security hardware; 
accessing the first device; 
locking the security hardware; and 
calling an SMM exit routine. 

20. (New) The method of claim 1 9, further comprising: 
checking a lock status of the security hardware. 

2 1 . (New) The method of claim 1 9, further comprising: 
processing SMM code instructions. 
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